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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.
New lifetime Members

Pipeline Project
Status Report

Stan & Sharon Hadley, Lakewood, PA
Jon Villaume, Honesdale, PA

New Members

T

Samuel & Jacqueline Corey, Union Dale, PA
Marie Greto, Carbondale, PA
Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA
Walter & Pamela Moshier, Forest City, PA
Ann Marie Pettinato, Carbondale, PA
Ed Kimes & Faith Waters, Union Dale, PA

Renewing Members
Bonnie Alco, Waverly, PA
Edwin Baker, Cortland, NY
Mike Baggetta, Clifford Twp, PA
Sheila & David Banicky, Thompson, PA
Dorrance & Susan Belin, Waverly, PA
Ruth & Jack Bertolino, Newtown, PA
Victoria Brownell, Thompson, PA
Alice & Bill Burrell, Carbondale, PA
Mary Butler, Little Meadows, PA
Jim Clayton, Thompson, PA
Gene Corey, Spring Brook Twp, PA
Frank Currier, Thompson, PA
Alfred DeFeo, Starlight, PA
Robert Dietz, Bradley, CA
K. David & Heather Elgena, Landenberg, PA
Amy & Jim Fleming, Waverly, PA
Jack Fries, Vandling, PA
Bill Glavich, Jefferson Twp, PA
Charles Glidden, Susquehanna, PA
Michael R & Bree Gillespie, Lancaster, PA
Sandra & Richard Guman, Archbald, PA
Cathy & Bob Guzzi, Dalton, PA
Michael Hapstak, Scranton, PA
Mary Jo Hart, Montrose, PA
Joyce Hatala, Fleetville, PA
John & Elizabeth Hawley, Montrose, PA
Anne Holmes, Shavertown, PA
Sylvia Holteen, Ambler, PA
Neil Jordan, Union Dale, PA
Ed & Wanda Juersivich, Union Dale, PA
George & Michele Kelly, Germantown, MD
James Kulp, Lancaster, PA
Mr. & Mrs. Marinko Lemut, Philadelphia, PA
Gary Lippi, Carbondale, PA
Mike McCambridge, Thornhurst, PA
Jack Meade, Pittston, PA
Joann Puskarcik & Roy Morsch, Starlight, PA
Karl Mousley, Norristown, PA
Jeffrey & Dawn O’Hara, Clifford Twp., PA
Carl & Mary Pucul, Vandling, PA
Mark & Joan Reading, Union Dale, PA
Torunn Rhodes, Hanover, NH
Romayne Romyn, Dunmore, PA (in memory of Milt)
Edward & Mary Schreiber, Topsham, ME
Tom & Cathy Schuyler, Easton, PA
Jerry Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA
Katrina Scott, Union Dale, PA
Mark Silfee & Jean Shinn, Union Dale, PA
Mary Snyder, Susquehanna, PA
Richard Storck, Montrose, PA
Ed Taylor, Westbrook, ME
Gary & Denise Treven, Bloomsburg, PA
Denise & Peter Vauter, Forest City, PA
Ken & June Walters, Nicholson, PA
Robert Welte, Windsor, NY
Linda Wescott, Equinunk, PA
Susan & Jeff Wheeler, Susquehanna, PA
Donald & Roberta Whitney, Edmond, OK
Nancy Wottrich & Bruce McNaught, New Milford, PA
Louis & Patricia Zefran, Forest City, PA

Donations
D&H Caboose Restoration
Sheila & David Banicky, Thompson, PA
Norfolk Southern, Taylor Yards, PA
Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA
Gary Lippi, Carbondale, PA
General
Nancy Ross, in Memory of Bill Kupiec
Capital Campaign
Adams CATV, Inc., Carbondale, PA
Endless Mountain Pharmacy, Clifford, PA
Grimm Construction Co., Waymart, PA
Hendrick Manufacturing, Carbondale, PA
Richard Kresock Insurance, Forest City, PA
Labella Associates, Rochester, NY
Lenox Propane, West Clifford, PA
Pioneer Construction, Honesdale, PA
Spring Hill Foundation, Clifford, PA
The Beacon Grill, Union Dale, PA
Village of Four Seasons, Union Dale, PA
Zazzera’s Supermarket, Forest City, PA

Projects in Motion—
RTC Capital Campaign

T

his is a very busy year for the Rail-Trail Council with many
projects underway or soon to begin! Our “Projects in Motion”
campaign will help to raise the matching funds needed for a
multiple of trail projects. Most projects have grants, but none
cover the entire cost—some cover 80% others only 50%. With six
projects underway by the end of this year and two more potential
projects, we have started a campaign to raise awareness of our
mission and ask for donations towards our goal of $350,000.
You can add your contribution to the general fund or designate
your contribution to a specific project. Watch your mail for our
official request!
• Phase II D&H Trail improvements Herrick Center to Ararat:
Bid awarded, October construction
• Buck’s Falls D&H Switchbacks, Starrucca: Underway
• O&W Browndale Bridge: Bid awarded, October start date
• Northern D&H Construction & Engineering Plans: Plans
almost complete
• Save the Endless Mountains Trail, Montrose: Legal & survey
work continue
• Restore the D&H Pusher Caboose: Siding ready, caboose
needs to be moved to Union Dale
• Lanesboro Bridge Decking: DCNR grant pending
• Stevens Point Pre-Fab Bridge: Act 13 DCED grant pending

he UGI pipeline project
(photo, left) is well underway with more than half
the pipe underground and
covered. We have been pleased
with the progress and the
attention to erosion controls for
this rainy summer. Following
the installation of the pipeline,
drainage improvements will
begin under a separate permit.
Trail restoration will then
commence, but may need to
finish up in the spring. As the
pipeline project continues down
into Carbondale, the LHVA has
their contractor ready to
complete trail improvements
from John Street to the
“Simpson Connection.” Next
year, trail users will be able to
get on the trail in Carbondale
and bike all the way to Ararat
on a newly resurfaced trail—
over 20 miles!

calendar
September 28
RTC Dinner/Meeting, 6/7 PM,
RTC Office/Cables Deli
October 5
LRCA 30th Anniversary Dinner
Celebration, Scranton Cultural
Center
October 26
RTC Dinner/Meeting, 6/7 PM,
RTC Office/Cables Deli
November 17
RTC Dinner/Meeting, 6/7 PM,
Frank’s Place, Simpson

Herrick to Ararat

What can I expect to see and what used to be in this area?

A

s you head north from Herrick Center, you are still gaining elevation until you reach Ararat—the highest elevation on the trail.
Don’t let the grade discourage you from biking the D&H north. The
grade is hardly noticeable to a biker and just makes for an easier trip
back south!

Located just north of Hathaway is Romobe Lake (also private). Its
banks are very close to the trail. It is a large wetland area with a
maze-like mix of open water, islands and marshy areas. Trail cinder
and ballast appear to comprise the west bank of the lake. Old concrete
foundations are visible, probably left over from railroad activities.

Railroaders referred to this highpoint as Ararat Summit, a “lofty tableland” at 2040 ft above sea level. You’ll see from the table that the
largest gain in elevation is from Carbondale to Forest City, thus the
need for impressive assemblages of engine power, like the Challenger!

Next is Ball Pond, a small pond surrounded by wetlands, located northwest of Romobe. Sinkhole Swamp, located to the west of the trail has
been recently dammed to retain water. Today this area is more lake-like
than swampy. The name comes from a railroad incident in 1871, when
a large, newly constructed rail embankment suddenly collapsed as if
into a bottomless pit, leaving a large hole. Although there are no sinkholes in the geology of this area, the name remains. The railroad had to
build a trestle over this swampy region between Sinkhole Swamp and
Romobe Lake.

On your way north from Herrick, the first intersection will be a township
road—Creek Road. At this intersection is a trail that leads to the
Herrick Lodge. The Durantes, the new owners, welcome trail users to
their restaurant and bar via a snowmobile trail that is signed.
Just beyond the Creek Road crossing is a large wetland to the east that
is part of the West Branch of the Lackawanna River. It is a lush vegetative area where we have had interesting wildflower walks.
The next crossing is at Fiddle Lake Road, known as Burnwood. “This area
was named, no doubt, for the large quantity of wood that was burned in
the acid factory located along the West Branch of the Lackawanna River.
The business was established in 1882 by the Patterson Brothers. Stanley
Dunn was the superintendent when it was known as the Jefferson
Chemical Factory. In 1895 it was acquired by C.F. Wright & Co. and Avery
Messenger was for many years, foremen in the plant that produced charcoal, acetate of lime and wood alcohol. It employed about a dozen men.”
(The Beechwood Settlers, 2010, Patricia Peltz)
Soon you will come to a series of lakes and wetlands, which are the
headwaters of the West Branch of the Lackawanna River. Hathaway
Lake is private now, but in the early years of the 20th century, ice was
harvested from it by the forces of the Erie Railroad and loaded directly
onto railcars. Records indicate that ice was still harvested in 1922.
Harvested ice could be up to 16 inches thick, with Hathaway yielding
591 carloads or about 12,427 tons per year.

As you approach Ararat Road, the end of the improvement project, you
will be in a deep cut made by the railroad. Use the ramp to the west to
get back up to grade. The railroad went under a bridge on Ararat Road
(photo), which was removed and filled in. In order to keep the grade at
less than 5%, we purchased the adjacent property, which enables us
to make the trail more user friendly.
We hope to complete this project by next Spring and will have a ribboncutting followed by a bike tour!
Location
Scranton
Carbondale
Forest City
Union Dale
Herrick Center
Ararat
Starrucca
Lanesboro

Feet above sea level
630
1040
1500
1630
1700
2040
1470
1050

Geocaching on the Trail

W
Art in Bloom Recap

A

s summer’s end approaches and the
changing of seasons are near, Rail-Trail
would like to extend our thanks to all of
those who volunteered and participated in our
summer events. Summer was a busy season for
Rail-Trail. Our big event, Art in Bloom, was a
great opening to the summer season. Joining
efforts with Mountain View Garden Club and
hosting their plant exchange gave a new spin
to our annual Art on the Trail festival. The celebration showcased over 30 talented local
artists and craft exhibitors followed by the
highly anticipated plant exchange. Jim Carro
and Friends played into the evening, beer by
Iron Hart Brewery and wine by Lucchi’s Family
was available to taste or buy and Cable’s Deli
served their delicious chicken BBQ. The
weather was perfect for our day long trail
events, which included an historic walk of
Union Dale, nature photography class by Sherry
Sparks and an exploration of what lives in the
water close to our trail. Rail-Trail would like to
extend a big heartfelt “Thank you!” to Robert
Stark for the use of his beautiful grounds and
to all the volunteers who gave their valuable
time to make the event a success.

hat is Geocaching? The Geocaching
website defines it as “a real-world,
outdoor treasure hunting game using
GPS-enabled devices. Participants navigate to
a specific set of GPS coordinates and then
attempt to find the geocache (container)
hidden at that location.” This summer Rail-Trail
held a Let’s Get Geocaching event with a turnout of around 30 geocachers new and experienced. If you haven’t tried your luck at this
exciting scavenger hunt, we recommend getting
outside and doing a little hunting. And RailTrail would like to help you get started. This
summer Rail-Trail was awarded
funding to purchase 11 Garmin
Etrex 25/35 Touch GPS devices
by Get Outdoors PA. Our new
GPS devices will be used for
geocaching events along the trail and will also
be available for loan to the public. We have
hidden several historical caches around the
Union Dale trailhead area to help get you familiar with the activity. Send Carissa an email at
trails@nep.net if you are interested in our
historical cache walk and she will set you up
with a Garmin GPS and a print out of the
caches. Geocaching is fun for all ages, but
especially enjoyable for families. It’s an exciting
way to get your family engaged with the
outdoors. Let the adventures begin!

The Geocaching logo is a trademark of Groundspeak, Inc. Used with permission.

Happy 30th to the LRCA

C

ome out and help us celebrate this milestone with the LRCA. Thirty events are
planned throughout the watershed. Save
October 5th for the Anniversary Dinner at the
Scranton Cultural Center. Check out the list of
events at www.lrca.org or call 570-347-6311.
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Meet at Simpson Trailhead just off Route
171. Turn on to Reservoir St., then immediate
left onto Homestead St. (look for army tank).
Park along the left side of Homestead. You
will see the Trailhead sign.

Secrets of the D&H north
SEPTEMBER 16, 10 AM
Check our Facebook page and website for
updated information of where we will meet
and more information about the hike.
We will also be scheduling a fall foliage yoga
hike to Stillwater Dam when the leaves have
peaked. And to celebrate the completion of
the new switch-back path near Buck Falls, a
hike will be scheduled in late fall.

If you would like to schedule an event or
have any ideas for new events please
contact us at trails@nep.net

Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires.
l Lifetime/Founding $500
l I am available for trail cleanups.
l Patron/Sponsor $250
l Call me to discuss a corporate donation.
l Club/Organization $100
l I am interested in finding out more about the “Trail Tender” program.
l Family $35
l Send my newsletter electronically (instead of by mail) to:
l Individual $20
l Send me a brochure.
l Senior/Student $15
l I am willing to volunteer for the D&H Caboose restoration project
l I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
P hone N umber
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YOGA HIKE TO PANTHER’S Bluff
SEPTEMBER 10, 9 AM
An event celebrating the LRCA will begin
along the O&W Trail, offering views of the
scenic Lackawanna River. Just north of mile
post 1, Panther’s Creek crosses under the
trail. The mountain to the east is part of the
Wildland’s Conservancy’s 1500 acre property
and the state’s first Native Plant Sanctuary.
This is where we leave the trail and start our
hike to Panther’s Bluff. Along the way are
remnants of the D&H Gravity Railroad and
Shepherd’s Crook, a late 19th century open
air rail car tourist attraction. It will be a
moderate climb, on a rocky path-with one
difficult rise. Near the falls we will join
Tiffany Debish, of Studio Be, as she leads us
in a relaxing yoga experience. This hike is
approximately 3 hours. A $5 donation for the
Yoga instructor is suggested.

Membership Renewal Form
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Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: trails@nep.net

Art in Bloom
Art Contest Winners
Elementary School
1st Place: Brianna Cahoon, Forest City
2nd Place: Sarah Spinelli, Forest City
3rd Place: Sage Bilko, Forest City

Caboose Siding Built

T

hanks to Jeff Fleming, Bill Shaw, Faith
Fleming and Brian Zembrzycki for building
a railroad siding (at the site of an old grist
mill siding) in Union Dale. Also thanks to
Joseph Mesiti of Norfolk-Southern, Taylor Yards
for the donation of rail, ties, plates and spikes.

Middle School
1st Place: Katie Keller, Forest City
2nd Place: Stephanie Graham, Forest City
3rd Place: Doug Smith, Mountain View
High School
1st Place: Erin Urban, Forest City
2nd Place: Timothy Hill, Mountain View
3rd Place: Kary Gillette, Forest City

Donations of Stock
Now Possible

T

he Rail-Trail Council had opened a brokerage account, so can now accept stock
donations. Thanks to a long-time member,
we have received our first stock donation. These
donations can help you reduce the amount of tax
you pay. Please contact the RTC office for our
brokerage account number and check with your
investment company for benefits!

“This piece was inspired by the past and
present uses of Rail-Trail. My dad remembers hearing the train go through Union
Dale when he was younger, and I know the
trains were very important for the coal
industry in our area. Now, I use the path
that the trains would take for running on
my own and with my cross country team.
The trails are not only beautiful, but also
so special because of their history.”
— Erin Urban, Forest City High School

Please renew! The date on the mailing label below indicates when your membership expires. (No date indicates you are receiving a complimentary copy!)

Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 32
Union Dale PA 18470
trails@nep.net
www.nepa-rail-trails.org

Non-Profit Organization
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Permit No. 4
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